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PREFACE.

“Tue greatest of all Indian dramatists, Kalidasa,” says
Sir Monier Williams, * wrote three plays, the Shakuntala,
the Vikramorvashi and the Malavikagnimitra.” The first
of these as I have stated in the preface to Mamavira CHARITA,
has already appeared in a Hindi dress and the third, which
15 offered here in translation, ‘‘is rather a short play in
five acts.” Its “inferiority to the two master-pieces of
Kalidasa, notwithstanding considerable poetical and dra-
matic merit and great beauty and simplicity of style™ led
Professor Wilson to express an opinion that it was not the
work of the author of Shakuntala. But “the exceilent
(rerman franslation of it by Professor Weber of Berlin,
published in 1836, and the scholar-like edition, published
m 1869, by Shankar P. Pandit of the Dekhan College,
have set at rest the vexed question of its authenticity, by
enabling the students to compare it with Kalidasa’s ac-
knowledged writings. So many analogies of thought, style
and diction in the Malavikagnimitra have heen thus brought
to light, that few can mow have any doubt about the
authorship of the extant drama.”” #®

To Malavikagnimitra belongs the credit of being the
only cid Sanskrit drama the story of which has been traced
t0 a historical basis. Aguimitra the hero has been found
to be a contemporary of Patanjali, the great writer of the
Mahabhashya, who flourished in 144 B. C. and his father
Pushpamitra is proved to have usurped the kingdom of
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Magadha by putting the last king of Maurya dynasiy to
death in B, €. 183. Besides “ it furnishes us with a vivid
picture of a native court in the most flourishing period of
Indian history and is the genuine deseription of Hindy
society before the Mahomedan invasion. For this reason
it has an abiding historical value though we cannot of
course compare 1t in this respect with Mrichchakatika
which reveals to us the sirata of Hindu society that were
apparently beneath the notice of our author, The following
remarks of Professor Wilson on Malati Madhava ave literally
applicable to the present drama: ‘The manners are purely
Hindu without any foreign admixture. The appearance of
women of rank m public and their exemption from any
personal restraint in their own hahitations are very incom-
patible with the presence of Mahomedan yulers, The
licensed existence of Budha ascetics, thewr access to the
great and their employment as teachers of science, are other

Yo

peculiarities characteristic of an early date’.

Malavikagnimitra, therefore, has z valne of its own and
my including a translation of it in the present series will I
hope meet with the approval of the public.

CAWNPORE, ) a .
24th November, 1898, } SITA RAM.
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